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Supporting Theta Philanthropies

Order now through April 23, 2011

PICK UP ALL PLANTS AT NEWBERRY BROS. GREENHOUSE

201 Garfield Street, Denver, 80206

Friday May 13 or Saturday May 14, 2011    10 AM – 4 PM
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The Theta Kite


The Theta Kite is published quarterly by the Denver Alumnae Chapter of Kappa Alpha Theta.





President:


Andrea Autobee





Theta Kite Editor:


Barb Gonzales





Please send articles, photos, announcements and pansy bouquets to:





Barb Gonzales


See directory for contact info.


�Items will be edited and included based on space available.  





National Website


kappaalphatheta.org
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Dear Members,


Each year, spring brings new beginnings.  Leaves begin to grow, flowers blossom and our lives become reenergized.  This spring, the DAC will see new blossoms as well.  Congratulations to the newly selected officers that will lead the DAC in 2011.  The new board is poised to provide our membership with another stellar year.   








NEW WEBSITE


Our website got a new look as we are now using the Fraternity hosted website.  This allows us to manage content, but leaves the work and cost of maintaining the site to the Fraternity.  Please visit us at �HYPERLINK "http://www.kappaalphatheta.org/chapters/alumnae/denver/"��www.kappaalphatheta.org/chapters/alumnae/denver/�.  


MEMBERSHIP


As you may know, the Fraternity changed our membership reporting year to January – December.  Our 2010 membership goal was to reach 266 dues paying members.  We wanted to maintain the number of dues paying members we had the previous year.  As of December 31, 2010 we had 249 dues paying members.  While we were unable to reach our goal, we were pretty close.  I encourage all of you to renew your membership in 2011 and encourage past members or new members to join us as well.  


MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL


Our 2011 membership drive will occur this spring.  Please renew your membership promptly so you can be included in the directory.  Contact VP Membership if you have questions or if you do not receive your membership renewal packet in the mail.  


FOUNDERS DAY


We celebrated the DAC’s 141st Founders Day on January 22, 2011.  Thank you to all of you who joined us in the celebration of our Founders.  Thank you to Allison Radcliffe for all of her hard work in putting on a spectacular event!  Several collegians joined us and they were impressed by the size of our Founders Day, as well as by the inspiring women of our chapter.  Hopefully we showed them how wonderful it is to be part of an alumnae chapter.  


As my term comes to a close, I want to thank the membership and the 2010 board for helping to make this a great experience for me.   I have enjoyed every minute of it.   The women on the board are fabulous and hardworking.  The incoming board will be just as strong.  Best wishes for a successful 2011!


Loyally,


Andrea Autobee
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


   �     			








Once a year Thetas everywhere pause in their busy lives to observe Founders Day. Alumnae, collegians, and new members from college and alumnae chapters around the world gather to celebrate the anniversary of our Fraternity. 


In keeping with this tradition, nearly 100 members of the Denver Alumnae Chapter gathered to celebrate Kappa Alpha Theta’s 141st Founders Day celebration at the Glenmoor Country Club on January 22nd.  A tribute was made to the four pioneering women who founded Kappa Alpha Theta on January 27, 1870 - Bettie Locke, Alice Allen, Bettie Tipton and Jennie Fitch.


Theta dignitaries were recognized, as well as 25- and 50-year Thetas.  The new slate of officers for the upcoming program year were presented, as well as scholarship winners.   And finally, the recipients of this year’s Inspirational Theta and Woman of the Year awards were presented - our chapter’s highest individual honors.


�





50 Year Thetas (listed in alphabetical order): Sandra Butz Austin, Anne Herrick Dunn, Sue Sappenfield Gallagher, Peg Spitznas Harmon, Gwen Williams Krueger, Katherine (Kay) Paterson Luedtke





Chef Jil Doughtie


 








25 Year Thetas (listed in alphabetical order): Lauren Miller Benson, Andrea Schmidt Schroeder, Kristin Tromley (pictured with her mother, who is also a Theta)





2011 - 2012 board members in attendance at Founders Day:


Back row: Noelle Diak, Martha Doughtie, Allison Klein, Barb Gonzales, Elizabeth Metz, Nancy Ives, Allison Radcliffe, Kathleen Markey, Joan Whittlesey, Jane Siekmeier, Leigh Plue, Jen Woodcock and Val Lunka


 


Front Row:  Gail Karsian, Leslie Franklin, Kelli Edelen, Andrea Autobee, Sarah Hittner, Rachel Bennett and Lil Owens








Twenty Thetas came to listen to fellow Theta Dr. Adrienne Stewart  give a talk about healthy skin at our June 10 program.


 


Pictured: Andrea Autobee, Dr. Stewart & Susan Secrest.  





Twenty Thetas came to listen to fellow Theta Dr. Adrienne Stewart  give a talk about healthy skin at our June 10 program.


 


Pictured: Andrea Autobee, Dr. Stewart & Susan Secrest.  
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2011 Woman of the Year Award� Mary Osgood-Plunkett


Two words come to mind when one thinks of Mary Osgood-Plunkett- service and friendship. 


As a member of the Denver Alumnae Chapter,  Mary has built Theta friendships while serving as VP Communications, Corresponding Secretary, Panhellenic Delegate, Telephone Chair, Antiques Chair, Hiking Group Chair and Lunch Bunch Chair.  She has helped with ECS, poinsettia sales, Adopt-A-Highway and various programs. 


Numerous community organizations have benefited from this sister's talents. She was a Brownie and Girl Scout leader, worked on the auxiliary board for the American Lung Association of Colorado and founded the Listening Post. She has served on many church committees giving her time as a council delegate, Sunday school teacher, and chair of Worship and Arts Outreach. Mary has delivered meals for Project Angel Heart and raised money for the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation. 


Since retiring, Mary has pursued her passions in both travel and painting watercolors. She reconnected after 50 years with a childhood friend, and together they found love and marriage in 2004. Our recipient has overcome some serious health challenges in the past year. Her zest for life and the love of family and friends have no doubt aided in her miraculous recovery.


Devoted fans from the DAC's Hiking Group beamed as Mary accepted her award at Founders Day! We are delighted to honor this deserving Theta as our Woman of Year 2011! 











2011 Inspirational Theta Award�Shera Eddy


The 2010 Inspirational Theta award winner, Allison Radcliffe, announced Shera as the winner and explained a common theme in the comments from this inspiring Theta’s friends and family when describing her - loving, supportive, nurturing, warm, caring, generous, thoughtful, loyal, considerate, patient, kind, and giving.


And when it comes to Theta, she’s committed and loyal, willing to work hard and do anything that’s asked of her, and willing to go out of her way to help others while making those around her feel special and important.


As a mother of three, she inspired many elementary school children for over 35 years as a teacher in the Dallas and Denver areas.  Always eager to teach a lesson, she continues to educate all those around her.  Her youngest students now are her six grandchildren.


Shera’s loving traits also shine brightly in her busy civic volunteer life. She has served as the Community Care Chairperson for 10 years at her church, collected books for International Hospitality Network families that stayed at her church, and organized luncheons for the Pakistan Women's Literacy Project.


Shera also volunteers weekly at the Learning Source to help individuals learn to read and write English, and she is involved with the “Reading for Peace” program to help young adults learn to address conflict.��And, as a board member of the "Christian Women’s Development Association" she helps to raise funds to help train Pakistani women to become productive wage earners in their country.  


For the Denver Alumni Chapter, Shera has ECS- Volunteer coordinator, Panhellenic Delegate, recording secretary and president of our chapter.  She is currently co-chair for this spring’s Pansies and Plants sale.


Congratulations Shera!























2010 Woman of the Year Jenny Hock and 2011 Woman of the Year Mary Osgood- Plunkett with her daughters Suzy Jonsen and Lynn Rooney.





(L to R):  President Andrea Autobee, 2011 Inspirational Theta� Shera Eddy, 2010 Inspirational Theta Allison Radcliffe
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Bonnie McMullen, Kathleen Markey, Nancy Ives, and Stacy Hayes for serving on the Woman of the Year selection committee.


-Jenny Hock 


�Special thanks to Barb Gonzales for getting this newsletter issue finished two days before giving birth!�-Allison Radcliffe





Allison








Many thanks to the many helpful and industrious Thetas who helped make Founders Day a success!


-Allison Radcliffe





 Andrea Autobee for her wonderful leadership as President this past year – leading our chapter to many new heights and successes!


-The Denver Alumnae Chapter








Jil Doughtie, Rachel Bennett & Jen Woodcock:  Awesome job on the Holiday Party!- Andrea Autobee�


Leslie Franklin for jumping in and spearheading our successful membership drive kick-off at Founders Day!  -Allison Radcliffe





Scottie Iverson for the fabulous article you wrote about Hearts and Heels, which was published in the October 28th edition of the Villager.  Thank you!!- Allison Klein��Elizabeth Hanson for all of her great work on our bylaws changes.- Shera Eddy�  -Andrea Autobee








Thank You from Shera Eddy,� Inspirational Theta for 2011


I can’t even begin to tell you how happy I am to have been awarded “Inspirational Theta for 2011” by the Denver alumnae Chapter!  What an honor!  


I was moved to tears when Allison Radcliffe read the words she’d composed that described why I was chosen for this award.  I am truly humbled by what she said.  


The things that have kept me going ever since I pledged Theta way back in 1956 are the wonderful Theta sisters I’ve gotten to know all of these years.  You all have been an inspiration and support to me and I thank you for that blessing.  You’ve kept me going each and every day!  ��During this coming year 2011 I will be responsible for helping our chapter find an Inspirational Theta to receive this award on Founders Day 2012.  Please email or call me with your suggestions giving me the reasons why you think this Theta should receive the award.  


Every one of you “out there” is an inspiration to me and I welcome your suggestions.  Hoping to hear from you soon and thank you again for honoring me with this prestigious award.  I will treasure it always and war the Inspirational Theta pin proudly this year.  


Theta Love,� Shera Eddy

















INFORMATION UPDATES


Change of Address? New Name? Help keep our mailing costs down.  Send information updates to�                       VP Membership Shannon Chandler:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:dacmembership@gmail.com" \t "_blank" \o "mailto:dacmembership@gmail.com"�dacmembership@gmail.com�.�To obtain an up to date membership roster that includes members not printed in the directory please contact Shannon.
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Breigh presents her research at the World Congress on Biomechanics in March 2010





Upcoming PROGRAMS!��


Thursday, February 17th�6:30pm�Wine and Cheese�Hostess – Jill Pedicord Peterson��Thursday, March 10th�6:30pm�Bunco�Hostess – Allison Radcliffe��Tuesday, April 5th�6:30pm�Dance!�Fred Astaire Dance Studio�


To RSVP, contact:


Jen Woodcock, VP Programs �or Rachel Bennett, Programs Chair 


See directory for contact information.  ��See directory for complete details!








BOOK CLUB!�


Wednesday, March 2nd - 7:00 p.m.


        Olive Kitteridge - Elizabeth Strout


        Hostess - Martha Doughtie


Thursday, April 7th - 7:00 p.m.


        The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society - Mary Ann Shaffer & Annie Barrows


        Hostess - Liz Peterson


Monday, May 2nd - 7:00 p.m.


        The Elegance of the Hedgehog -  Muriel Barbery, Alison Anderson


        Hostess TBA


 Tuesday, June 7th - 7:00 p.m.


        Book TBA


        Hostess TBA�


To RSVP, Contact  Lydia Troxler�See directory for Lydia’s contact information.





SUPPER CLUB�The Supper Club is for Thetas who enjoy eating, cooking and dining out with friends. Most gatherings are on weeknights, with locations at restaurants throughout the metro area. We enjoy a very diverse group of women ages 22 to ??? and all dues-paying Thetas are welcome. Join our email list by contacting Jenny Hock.

















Join the Theta “Culture Club”


The Denver Alumnae Chapter is considering starting a special interest group for members wishing to support and attend local cultural activities.   As with our other special interest groups, the individual members plan the programs and events  for the year.  Some ideas  being considered include local high school and community musical and theatre productions,  art gallery or museum openings,  street fairs, amateur night at a local comedy club - you decide!   If you would like to help jump start this  new group, or  have any ideas for what might be culturally appealing and  fun  to do with your Theta sisters, please contact Elizabeth Metz, at �HYPERLINK "mailto:emmetz@comcast.net"��emmetz@comcast.net�, or check the Culture Club Special Interest  box on your membership renewal form.   We’ll evaluate the level of interest in this new group and follow up with everyone in the Fall.  








Theta Thoughts


Lucille S. Paterson, Beta Omega, a 75 year+ Theta passed away on December 18





Janice Burd who broke her arm





Carol Kuhn for the loss of her father





Congrats to Andrea Autobee on her engagement!





Need a Theta Note?


Do you know of a birth, marriage, someone in the hospital or someone who has received an award?  Has a Theta or relative passed away?  If you would like a note written to that person from the Denver Alumnae Chapter, please contact our Courtesy Chair Gail Karsian, See directory for contact information.





Caring Committee


If you know of a Theta who could use a meal due to an illness, surgery, death in the family or birth of a new baby, we’re happy to help!  Contact Tara Vlasimsky.  See directory for contact information.
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A Special Kappa Alpha Theta Foundation�Fundraising Project


A “double impact” to the Pansy Patch fundraising program of the Kappa Alpha Theta Foundation is featured in the current “News and Events” section in the Foundation website.  It reports that matching gifts to the Foundation will be made available by a very generous Theta family for ONE DAY on Wednesday, May 12 from 10:00 a.m. Mountain time until 10:00 a.m. Mountain time on Thursday, May 13.  Every alumnae pansy patch gift will be matched up to $5,000.  A quote from the article says “Together Thetas across the globe have an opportunity to turn small individual gifts into $10,000 of support for Theta women.”





“Each pansy gift will also be matched in the district Pansy Patch competition, giving each pansy extra power.  For $5, you may purchase a pansy to thank, congratulate or just say hi to a Theta sister, and make a big difference in the lives of many Thetas.”  More information on this special giving opportunity can be found on the Kappa Alpha Theta Foundation website or on Facebook/Theta Foundation or Twitter/Theta Foundation.








2011 Friendship Fund


Established in 1926 Friendship Fund has long been a tangible expression of Theta's love and concern for her sisters experiencing severe financial distress, catastrophic illness, natural disaster, and urgent family crisis.  Each year on Founders Day, Thetas reflect on the joys of sisterhood and the most important ideal, love. Over the years it has become a tradition for individuals to contribute to Friendship Fund at Founders Day celebrations.  In early years members contributed pennies, and in recent years it has been a dollar for each year of membership.


In 2009, Theta Foundation introduced “Project LOVE”.  Project LOVE encourages each of us to think about the many pleasures we enjoy and to consider forgoing just one, so that we can share our love with a sister in need.   Consider the sisters we could help if we were to each give up just one thing – dinner and a movie, a manicure - and donate the savings to the Friendship Fund!   


The Denver Alumnae Chapter collected nearly $2,000 at our recent Founders Day Celebration, and ranked second at the 2010 Grand Convention among Alumnae Chapter Friendship Fund giving. If you missed Founders Day this year and would like to make a contribution you may write a check made payable to Kappa Alpha Theta Foundation and send it to our Treasurer, Elizabeth Metz, 8065 S. Clayton Circle, Centennial, CO  80122.   It’s never too late to make a difference!   








DAC Member Janice Burd Makes �Generous Donation





DAC member Janice Burd, Beta Nu/Florida State 1965, made a generous donation to Kappa Alpha Theta Foundation this past fall.  Janice was given this gift by her mother and Janice in turn gave this gift to Friendship Fund in memory of her mother and fellow Theta, Mary Elizabeth Baker Dutcher.  Mary Elizabeth initiated at the Florida State College for Women, later known as Florida State University, in 1938.  She was active with the Miami Alumnae Chapter and held major offices with the chapter.  She also held major offices with the Miami Panhellenic Chapter.   Mary Elizabeth was a teacher and wrote many letters of reference for potential new members.  Janice says her mother often spoke fondly of her Theta memories.  The DAC extends Pansy Bouquets to Janice for her thoughtful gift in honor of her mother.  Janice’s generous gift will make a significant impact on Theta’s in need throughout the world.  


Friendship Fund is a tangible expression of Theta's love and concern for her sisters experiencing severe financial distress, catastrophic illness, natural disaster, and urgent family crisis. Throughout the year members nominate a sister in need to be considered for a gift from Friendship Fund.  Due to the confidential and sensitive nature of Friendship Fund gifts, applications are available only by e-mail or phone request to Theta Foundation.  Please contact Nicole Fritz, Manager of Programs and Communication, at �HYPERLINK "mailto:nfritz@kappaalphatheta.org"��nfritz@kappaalphatheta.org� or 800-KAO-1870 ext. 147.  If you are interested in donating to Friendship Fund go to �HYPERLINK "http://kappaalphathetafoundation.org/ways-to-give"��http://kappaalphathetafoundation.org/ways-to-give�  or call 800-KAO-1870.


�
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Denver Alumnae Chapter of Kappa Alpha Theta


Annual Pansies and Plants Sale


Theta Organization’s Name





Denver Alumnae Chapter of Kappa Alpha Theta


Annual Pansies and Plants Sale


Theta Organization’s Name





Theta Sisters and our friends,   


Newberry Brothers has once again agreed to provide the beautiful plants for our 19th annual plant sale.  GOOD NEWS – PRICES ARE THE SAME AS 2010! 





Many of us have purchased these plants for years and can assure you that they are the biggest, most healthy plants you can buy.  They produce large blooms quickly and bloom well into the Fall (provided you care for them properly).





Ordering is quick and easy.  Just make your selection on the form below and send it with 


a check payable to: Kappa Alpha Theta Philanthropies.  Please mail your check to, Jil Doughtie 1482 S. Fillmore St., Denver, Co. 80210 by April 23, 2011.  The form will also be posted on the website and included in an email.  Questions? Please contact Jil @ 303-777-0688 or jldoughtie@mac.com. Pickup will be at the Newberry Bros. greenhouse from 10 am until 4 pm both Friday, May 13 and Saturday, May 14, 2011.





Funds from the plant sale are used to support the programs of the Denver Alumnae Chapter of Kappa Alpha Theta, our scholarship efforts, and the local chapters of CASA.





Thank you for your help! 











Name 	______________       Phone ___________	Email address ______________


Please indicate your selections below with the number of individual baskets or geraniums; the number of flats (48 plants) or half flats (24 plants) of annuals. 


Individual Hanging Baskets ($22): 


Fuchsia Variety _____ Mixed Annual Spring _____


Ivy Geranium:  Red _____   White _____  Pink _____   Lavender  ______�


Annuals in Flats ($22) or half flats ($11): 


Alyssum:  White _____   


Pansy:  Yellow_____  White _____  Blue _____  Mixed _____


Petunia: White ______   Pink ______   Purple ______ Red ______   


Impatiens: Red _____ White _____ Pink _____ Violet ______ Salmon ______�


Individual geraniums, 6”($8) or 12”($28):


6” Geranium ($8):     Red ____ White _____   Pink ____   Salmon ____   Violet _____


12” Geranium ($28): Red ____ White _____   Pink ____   Salmon ____   Violet _____�


I am unable to purchase any plants but would like to support our programs    $_____


Total Amount Enclosed $________	
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